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              Gregory P. Kurtz 
     Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                                       (216) 524-4131         

            

 

                                

 
MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR NOVEMBER 12, 2021  

 
 

 

Congratulations to the Independence High School Girls Volleyball team who beat 

Frankfort Adena today in the Ohio High School Athletic Association (OHSAA) state 

championship at Wright State University in Dayton.  

By advancing to the state Final Four, IHS becomes the 11th school in OHSAA history to 

play in five straight state tournaments and just the third public school to achieve the feat.  

The team takes on Liberty Benton Saturday at 3 PM.   Good luck to the players and 

coaches  – we are so proud of you! 
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Daylight Saving Time Disruptions 

Have you been feeling a bit disoriented and confused 

this week? You are not alone. 

Daylight Saving Time (DST) ended on Sunday and that 
is when we turned our clocks back one hour. The extra 
hour of sleep was nice, but experts say the time change 
can have a measurable impact on people’s health. 

According to Cleveland Clinic, whether we lose or gain an hour, people can feel symptoms 
similar to jetlag because their biological clock is out of sync with the actual time.  

Many people experience mental and physical fatigue and find it difficult to concentrate in 
the first few days after the time change.  

Some experts say the bi-annual desynchronization of our body clocks is linked to 
increased health risks such as depression, obesity, heart attack, cancer, winter blues, 
and seasonal affective disorder (SAD).  

The good news is for most of us, the disruption is temporary.  

 

SCAM Alert 

Fire Chief Steve Rega is warning residents to avoid a scam text 

message claiming to be selling t-shirts to benefit local fire 

departments.  

The scammers send text messages from unrecognized numbers 

telling people that their local fire department is selling department t-

shirts as a fundraiser. The shirts include the department’s patch or 

logo (see photo) and a link to click to purchase said shirts.  

This happened to the Brecksville and Middleburg Heights Fire 

Departments. If you receive a text, do not click on the link.  

If you have any questions, please call the Fire Department’s non-emergency line: 216-

524-4001.  

 

 

 

https://health.clevelandclinic.org/daylight-savings-time-change-4-tips-to-help-your-body-adjust/
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Stuff the Ambulance Is Sunday!  

Please stop by Discount Drug Mart to help Stuff the Ambulance on Sunday. All the food 

collected will go to South Hills Lend-A-Hand which serves residents in Independence, 

Seven Hills, and Broadview Heights.  

 

 

 

Shop with a Cop Raffle  

Please help make a child’s Christmas one they will never forget. 

The Independence Police Department is selling raffle tickets to 
raise money for this year’s Shop with a Cop event. The program 
allows deserving children in the community to shop with a police 
officer for Christmas gifts.  

Individuals and businesses can also make monetary donations or 
sponsor a child for Shop with a Cop. All donations go to the 
children. All the money raised goes to the children and is not spent 
on supplies or the administration of the program. 

Tickets are $1.00 each or six for $5.00 and can be purchased at the 
Police Department in City Hall on weekdays from 8 AM to 4 PM.  

The deadline to donate and/or purchase raffle tickets is December 1, and the 
raffle drawing is December 16th. Here are the prizes:  

First Place                            50” TV 
Second Place                        iPod 
Third Place                           $100 cash 
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New December Bus Trip   

 

Community Services has added a new bus trip to the Savor Restaurant and Indulge 

Bakery at the Polaris Career Center in Middleburg Heights on Thursday, December 9th. 

The Savor Restaurant is operated by the students in the school’s Chef Training Program.  

  

 

You will have a choice of three entrees, 

beverage, roll and dessert, however, the 

menu is not available until the week of 

December 6.  

• Thursday, December 9th  

• Residents & Residents’ Guests:  $17 

• Bus Departs: 11 AM 

• Approximate Return: 2:30 PM 

• Registration Begins: Now 

For the safety of their customers, students and staff, Polaris requires all guests to 

provide proof of vaccination upon entering the building. Additionally, masks are 

required for all patrons until they have been seated in the restaurant area.  

 
 
Did You Receive a Letter from NOPEC? 
 

 
The letter you received is an enrollment letter and includes 
information about NOPEC's natural gas aggregation program, 
rate options, and a form to opt-out of NOPEC's electric and/or 
natural gas services if desired. 

Why are you receiving an enrollment letter? 

You received an opt-out form because you live in a NOPEC 
community. When a community joins NOPEC, all eligible 
accounts within that community are automatically enrolled as a 

https://www.nopec.org/communities/community-map/
https://www.nopec.org/communities/community-map/
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part of the energy aggregation program. To opt-out, a resident must return the opt-out 
form enclosed with their enrollment letter. 

What should you do with this letter? 

You have two options: do nothing and let NOPEC negotiate lower electric rates and gas 
rates exclusively for NOPEC customers, or, opt-out. If you live in a NOPEC community, 
you have the option to choose not to participate, however, our bulk buying 
strategies, member benefits, residential energy-saving programs, and small business 
initiatives have kept our NOPEC communities satisfied and growing. 

You can find more information at nopec.org. 

 
 

Recycling Is Fun 

You are never too young to learn about the benefits of 

recycling and that is what forty students in Friday’s 

School Holiday Special program experienced.  

Community Services Director Emily Thomas and 
Economic Development/Sustainability Coordinator 
“Recycling” Ryan Wancata prepared a fun, interactive 
presentation for the students who were more than 
enthusiastic to learn.  
 

 

The Service Department also demonstrated how City recycling trucks operate. The 
children also competed in a robot-making contest.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nopec.org/who-is-nopec/how-we-save-you-money/
https://www.nopec.org/who-is-nopec/how-we-save-you-money/
https://www.nopec.org/communities/member-benefits/
https://www.nopec.org/subscribe
https://www.nopec.org/small-businesses/energy-efficiency-financing/
https://www.nopec.org/small-businesses/energy-efficiency-financing/
https://www.nopec.org/
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Remembering Marilyn Senick 
 

The City will hold a memorial tree dedication in honor of former 
Community Services Director Marilyn Senick on Tuesday, November 
16th at 10AM outside the Civic Center.  
 
Residents are invited to attend and celebrate Marilyn’s life and her 
many, many years of hard work and dedication to Independence 
families.  
 
*Subject to change due to weather* 

 

Time for Us 

Time For Us spent the week learning about Native American homes and the life of Native 
American children.  
 
The preschoolers decorated papooses and Native American headbands while exploring 
Native American life. They also learned that different tribes and peoples built distinct 
types of homes depending on the materials that they had available and where they lived. 
 
There are many different varieties of dwellings Native Americans call home including:  
Teepee, Longhouse, Igloo, Chickee, and Adobe.  
 

 
The preschoolers in Time For Us also learned about the Three Sisters, which represent 
corn, beans, and squash which are an important facet of Indigenous culture. The children 
also had an opportunity to try a corn and beans salsa.  
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Funtastic Friday! 

Last week Community Services hosted the first Funtastic Friday Middle School 

Style for fifth and sixth graders. They played games, worked on creative art projects, and 

learned how to make smoothies.  
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Download Finance Director Blaze’s Weekly Report for November 12, 2021, 

here. 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name and email address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 

https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

